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we should become a more tempting prey to the harpies of
a court,

But, my lords, to accomplish all that is intended by this
clause, there is not any need of new officers; for there ajre
not many ports in which ships of war can be commodiously
careened, and perhaps there is not one which can be used
for this purpose, in which there is not already some officer
of the crown, whose employment allows him leisure suffi-
cient for the execution of a new charge, and whose present
salary will afford an ample recompense for some casual
addition of employment.

The fourth clause, in which is .provided that no com-
mander shall wilfully spring his mast, or desert his station,
is such as I should be willing, with the noble lord, to think
unnecessary; but must appeal to your lordships, whether
the late conduct of the convoys has not too evidently
shown the defect of our present establishment.

The injuries, my lords, which the publick may suffer by
the negligence of the commanders of the ships of war, are
such as it is worthy of the legislature to obviate with the
utmost caution; and, therefore, it is by no means impro-
per to enact a punishment for those who shall, upon any
false pretences, leave their station; for though such neg-
lect of duty is, in the present state of our naval establish-
ment, considered as disreputable and irregular, yet it does
not appear that it has been censured with the detestation
which it deserves, or punished with the severity necessary
to its prevention.

It is observed, my lords, with relation to the following
paragraph, that either house may, at present, require ac-
counts of the conduct of the captains of the navy, and that,
therefore, it is unnecessary to provide, by any new law,
that they shall be laid before them; but if it be considered,
my lords, how many inquiries, which we have a right to
make, are year after year constantly omitted, and how
many may be excited by curiosity to read accounts which
lie before them, who yet will not move the house to de-
mand the accounts, or engage in the debate which such a
motion may produce, it will not be thought unnecessary to